
NGSS Performance Expectations 
supported by program/grade band (Upper Elementary School 3rd-5th)

Program Performance Expectations
Third Grade | Fourth Grade | Fifth Grade

Aquatic Insect Dip
(3-5)

Drip Irrigation
(4-5)

Fix that Leak
(4-5)

Global Water Crisis
(4-5)

Groundwater
(3-5)

Healthy Water, Healthy Soil
(3-5)

Right Plant, Right Place
(3-5)

Natural Filters
(3-5)

3rd: N/A |  4th: N/A |  5th: 5-LS1-1, 5-ESS3-1, 3-5-ETS1-1

3rd: N/A  |  4th: N/A  |  5th: 5-ESS2-2, 5-ESS3-1

3rd: N/A  |  4th: 3-5 ETS1-1, 3-5 ETS1-2 |

3rd: 3-5-ETS1-2 |  4th: 3-5-ETS1-2, 4-ESS2-1 |  5th: 3-5-ETS1-2, 5-ESS3-1

3rd: 3-LS3-1, 3-LS3-2 |  4th: 4-LS1-1 |  5th: 5-LS1-1, 5-LS2-1, 5-ESS3-1

3rd: 3-LS4-2, 3-LS4-3, 3-LS4-4 |  4th: 4-LS1-1 |  5th: 5-LS1-1, 5-ESS3-1

3rd: 3-LS4-3, 3-LS4-4 |  4th: 4-ESS3-1 |  5th: 5-ESS3-1

3rd: 3-ESS3-1 |  4th: 44-ESS3-2 |  5th: 5-ESS3-1

5th: 5-ESS3-1, 3-5 ETS1-1, 

3-5 ETS1-2

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess2-2-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ess2-1-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls3-1-heredity-inheritance-and-variation-traits
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls3-2-heredity-inheritance-and-variation-traits
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-2-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-3-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-4-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-3-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-4-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ess3-2-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-2-engineering-design


NGSS Performance Expectations 
supported by program/grade band (Upper Elementary School 3rd-5th)

Program Performance Expectations
Third Grade | Fourth Grade | Fifth Grade

Watch the Flow, Above and Below
(4-5)

Water Conservation
(4-5)

Water Cycle Rounds
(4-5)

Water Cycle Terrariums
(3)

Water Supply
(4-5)

Water Use Exploration
(3)

3rd: N/A  |  4th: 3-5-ETS1-2, 4-ESS3-2 |  5th: 3-5-ETS1-2, 5-ESS3-1

3rd: N/A  |  4th: N/A  |  5th: 5-LS1-1, 5-LS2-1, 5-ESS2-2, 5-ESS3-1

3rd: 3-LS4-4 |  4th: N/A  |  5th: N/A

3rd: N/A  |  4th: 4-ESS3-2, 3-5 ETS1-2 |  5th: 5-ESS2-2, 5-ESS3-1, 3-5-ETS1-2

3rd: N/A  |  4th: N/A |  5th: N/A

3rd: N/A  |  4th: 4-ESS3-2 |  5th: 5-LS1-1, 5-ESS3-1

Toadally Amphibians
(3-4)

3rd: 3-LS1-1, 3-LS3-2, 3-LS4-3 |  4th: N/A  |  5th: N/A

Salmon Cycles
(3-5)

|  4th: 4-LS1-1. |  5th: 5-LS2-1, 5-ESS3-1
3rd: 3-LS1-1, 3-LS2-1, 3-LS3-2, 
3-LS4-3; 3-LS4-4

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ess3-2-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess2-2-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-4-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ess3-2-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess2-2-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ess3-2-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls3-2-heredity-inheritance-and-variation-traits
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-3-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls3-2-heredity-inheritance-and-variation-traits
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-3-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-4-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity


NGSS Performance Expectations 
supported by program/grade band (Upper Elementary School 3rd-5th)

Program Performance Expectations
Third Grade | Fourth Grade | Fifth Grade

Watershed Dynamics: Enviroscape
(3-5)

Watershed Ecosystems
(3-5)

Waterwise Gardening
(3-5)

3rd: 3-LS4-4 |  4th: 4-ESS3-1 |  5th: 5-ESS3-1

3rd: 3-LS4-3., 3-LS4-4 |  4th: 4-LS1-1, 4-ESS2-1 |

|                                         |

5th: 5-LS1-1, 5-LS2-1, 

5-ESS3-1

5th: 5-LS1-1, 

5-LS2-1, 3-5-ETS1-1, 

3-5-ETS1-2

4th: 4-LS1-1, 4-ESS3-1, 

4-ESS3-2, 3-5-ETS1-1, 
3-5-ETS1-2

3rd: 3-LS3-2, 3-LS4-2, 

3-LS4-3, 3-LS4-4, 

3-ESS3-1, 3-5-ETS1-1, 
3-5-ETS1-2

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-4-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-3-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-4-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ess2-1-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/4-ess3-2-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls3-2-heredity-inheritance-and-variation-traits
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-2-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-3-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ls4-4-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/3-5-ets1-2-engineering-design

